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This document is about cheating. What the cheating is, and what the student shall do during the 

semester about EE589. 

Copying, communicating, or using disallowed materials during an exam is cheating. Students 

caught cheating on an exam will receive an FF in the course and will be reported to the 

Department’s Office. Students are allowed to assist each other in labs, but must write their own 

lab solutions. Academic integrity on programming assignments and exams is a complicated 

issue, which we address below.  

The basic rule is that you may not give or receive assistance for any work that you are 

submitting as your own. 

 

Some examples of cheating: 

� having someone else write your program (in whole or in part), 

� copying a program someone else wrote (in whole or in part), 

� collaborating with someone else to the extent that the programs are identifiably similar 

(in whole or in part). 

 

What is not cheating? (a few examples) 

� talking to someone in general about topics and concepts involved 

� asking someone for help with a specific error message from the compiler 

� getting help with the specifics of MATLAB syntax 

� using information from the program write up e.g. copying text describing the problem for 

your comments. 

 

Collaboration 

Collaboration is generally considered cheating, or at the very least puts a student in jeopardy of 

cheating.  If an instructor stipulates that there is no collaboration, then these definitions do not 

apply. Illegal collaboration is when the resulting source code or written answer is very similar to 

identical: 

Scenario #1:  

Two students working on the same assignment, and they decide to start writing their ideas and 

concepts on the board. Next they write pseudo code for the problem on the board which begins 

to resemble an actual source code solution. They both begin to type in this source code like 

solution. This is cheating. 

Scenario #2:  

Student A is having trouble with a concept that is an integral part of the programming 

assignment. Student A seeks help from Student B. Student B shows Student A the code that is 

necessary to solve the problem. Student A is able to use this code as their own. This is cheating. 

Scenario #3:  

Two students are sitting next to each other in the lab working on homework assignments, and 

they are looking at each others programs to get ideas and better understanding. This is not 

collaboration; it is cheating. This does not apply to lab class. 

Legal collaboration is when students discuss the concepts & high-level design: 
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Scenario #4:  

Consider Scenario #1 where the students only collaborate on the steps involved in the solution, 

but do not write source code like pseudocode on the board.  

Scenario #5:  

Consider Scenario #2 where student A reviews the concepts related to the problem in order to 

help student B. If student B is still having trouble they should seek the help of the TA (if there 

is) or the Instructor. 

  

Designing programs is often time consuming. Most students find that they spend 10-15 hours 

per week on this course. If you are having difficulty designing programs please see your TAs 

and me for additional help. It is most helpful if I can monitor any trouble areas that seem 

common to several students so that additional class time might be spent clearing the confusion. 

You should expect to make several revisions/runs of a program assignment over several days 

before it is working to your (and my) satisfaction. Do not wait to the last day to start working on 

assignments, quizzes, and final exams. 

 

Class attendance is taken during each class period. It is expected that you will come prepared 

to contribute to the classroom activities. We will sometimes do group activities, such as design 

programs, together in class and active participation by each individual helps make the class more 

interesting for each person.  

If you must miss a midterm, (quiz) or the final exam for any reason, there is no opportunity to 

"re-take" or "make up" a missed the exam. If you want to retake the final exam, you are required 

to provide acceptable supporting documentation to the Head of Department. The Dean Office’s 

can decide either to take the makeup exam in officially, or not. 
 

Please feel free to inform me of any special circumstance or need that you have so that 

appropriate steps can be taken. 

I declare that I read and understand the document, and the 
following documents will be my own works in accordance with 
EE589 Academic Integrity Policy during fall 2010. No part of 
these documents-that you hand in to us-  will be copied manually 
or electronically from any other source (including web sites) or 
distributed to other students. 

Student name:  
  

___________________________ 
  

Student ID:  
  

___________________________ 
  

e-mail Address:  ___________________________ 
  

Signature:  ___________________________ 
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