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Social Webs & Networks 
Analysis

Social Networking Site (SNS)

• What does Social Networking Site (SNS) mean?

A social networking site is an online platform that allows users
to create a public profile and interact with other users on the
website. Social networking sites usually have a new user input a 
list of people with whom they share a connection and then
allow the people on the list to confirm or deny the connection. 
After connections are established, the new user can search the
networks of connections to make more connections.
A social networking site is also known as a social networking
website or social website.

Social Networking Site (SNS)

• Social networking sites have different rules for establishing
connections, but they often allow users to view the connections of a 
confirmed connection and even suggest further connections based
on a person’s established network. Some social networking websites
like LinkedIn are used for establishing professional connections, 
while sites like Facebook straddle the line between private and
professional. There are also many networks that are built for a 
specific user base, such as cultural or political groups within a given
area or even traders in financial markets.

Social Networking Site (SNS)

•Social networking websites are easy to confuse with social
media sites. A social networking site is any site that has a 
public or semi-public profile page, including dating sites, fan 
sites and so on. A social media site has profiles and
connections, combined with the tools to easily share online 
content of all types.

The History of Social Networking: How It All Began!

• Nowadays, one can no longer imagine how to catch up with
friends and contacts without social networking. Social
networking helped us become closer to our friends, even
when they are a thousand miles away. Through the World 
Wide Web, we are able to connect with people from around
the world, making it easy to keep in touch with friends and
family. Social networking now is a billion dollar industry, but 
we can barely remember when it didn’t exist.

Social Networking as We Know it Today

• Today, social networking is an essential part of life for people from
around the world. Social networking is a form of social media, used
for either interactive, educational, informational or entertaining
purposes. Social media comes in many forms, but all of them are
related: blogs, forums, podcasts, photo sharing, social bookmarking, 
widgets, video, just to name a few.

• Today, social networking websites allow users to make profiles, 
upload photos and videos, and interact with friends and family. Social
networking is a tool to join groups, learn about latest news and
events, play games, chat and to share music and video. The top social
networking sites of today are: MySpace, Facebook and Twitter.
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History Of Social Networking: Early Beginnings

• People always want to communicate with other people. People used
to just visit the people they wanted to see. The longer the distance, 
the harder it was to communicate.

• Throughout history, people came up with various ways of 
communicating: through post, pigeons, telegraph, light signals and
telephone. Getting responses a few hundred years ago meant waiting
for months or a year. Thankfully humans never stopped looking for a 
faster method to communication. The 20th century brought us the
internet.

• Social networking was born one day in 1971, when the first email was
sent. The two computers were sitting right next to each other. The 
message said “qwertyuiop’.

• In 1978, the BBS–or Bulletin Board System, was created. The BBS 
hosted on personal computers, where users need to dial in via the
modem of a host computer, and exchanging data through phone lines
to other users. The BBS was the first system that lets users interact
with one another through the internet. It was slow, but it was a good
start, and only one user could log in at a time.

• Later that year, the very first web browsers were distributed using 
Usenet, the earliest online bulletin board of the time. Usenet was 
created by Jim Ellis & Tom Truscott, where users posted news, articles 
and funny posts. Unlike the BBS and forums, Usenet did not have a 
‘central server’. This concept soon inspired the ‘Groups’ feature we 
know today; such as Yahoo! Groups, Google Groups and Facebook 
Groups.The first ever version of instant messaging was around 1988, 
called IRC or Internet Relay Chat. IRC was Unix-based then, and thus 
exclusive only to a few people. IRC was used for communications, as 
well as link and fire sharing. Soon the earliest copies of web browsers 
were distributed via Usenet.

The First Social Networking Site
• In 1994, the first social networking site was created, 

Geocities. Geocities allowed the users to create and customize their
own web sites, grouping them into different ‘cities’ based on the site’s
content. The following year, TheGlobe.com launched to public, giving
users the ability to interact with people who have the same hobbies
and interests, and to publish their own content.

New Millenium: New Era in Social Networking
• The first modern social networking site that we define today is 

Friendster. It also uses the degree of separation concept similar to
SixDegrees, but dubbed it ‘Circle of Friends’. Friendster was basically a 
dating site that wasn’t all about dating. In the first 3 months, 
Friendster was able to amass 3,000,000 users. This means 1 in 126 
web users were Friendster members at the time.
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• Another site with considerable success is LinkedIn. It was established
in 2003, and took a more professional and business approach to
social networking. Other sites focused on getting dates, having
friends, and reuniting with old classmates, but LinkedIn focused on 
building business contacts and professionals. Today LinkedIn has 30 
million registered members.

• Facebook came into the social networking scene a little bit later. It
was launched in 2004, and the primary intent was to connect US 
college students. Facebook first began with Mark Zuckerberg’s alma 
mater Harvard. At first it was exclusive, and you could only join in if
you had been invited by a member of Facebook. The ‘exclusive’ 
feature proved to be a success, and in its first month, over half of the
19,500 Harvard students signed up. Two years later, the campus-only
networking site became open to the public. In 2008, Facebook 
surpassed MySpace and Friendster as the leading social networking
site. It now has over 150 million members around the globe.

The Future of Social Networking
• Many people are still speculating about the future of social

networking. Will it be the ultimate communication tool of the future? 
Or just like the dot-com crash, will it crash and burn eventually?

• Today’s social networking sites are like yesterday’s front page
headlines. Most of us now get news and information through the
internet–especially the younger generation. Social networking has 
become very mobile, from our PCs to our smart phones.

• Will Facebook still be the king of social networking? That, we cannot
be sure of. Just last year Google made efforts with making its own
social networking site, which became very boring and very empty. As 
of this writing Facebook already has over 600 million active users. But 
many people suggest that social networking is more of a fad, 
something that we will get tired of, and will soon switch to a newer 
site soon enough. In five years time, Facebook might be replaced by a 
newer web site–or it might be the only one. The thing is, the future is 
very hard to predict, especially for social media. The scope and 
environment of social networking is highly unpredictable, determined 
by users’ online actions and behaviors.

Network Analysis
• The term - network analysis - on this page is a technology in 

computer networking that networking professionals can use with
their networking knowledge and a network analysis tool (network 
analysis software) to analyze what happened on the network, such as 
troubleshooting network issues, locating network breaches, etc. 
among captured network packets.

• Network analysis is the process of capturing network traffic and
inspecting it closely to determine or analyze what happened on the
network. A network analyzer decodes, or dissects the data packets of 
common protocols and displays the network traffic in human-
readable format. Network analysis is also known by several other
names: traffic analysis, protocol analysis, packet sniffing, packet
analysis, and eavesdropping to name a few.

What is Network Analyzer?

• A network analyzer can be a standalone hardware device with
specialized software, or it can simply be software that you install on 
your desktop or laptop. Network analyzers are available both free and
commercially, such as Capsa Free is a free network analysis
tool presented by Colasoft.

• Differences between network analyzers tend to depend on features
such as the number of supported protocol decodes the user interface, 
and graphing and statistical capabilities. Other differences include
inference capabilities, such as expert analysis features, and the
quality of packet decodes. Although several network analyzers all
decode the same protocols, some may decode better than others.
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Who Uses Network Analysis?

• System administrators, network engineers, security engineers, system
operators, even programmers, all use network analysis. Network 
analyzers are invaluable tools for diagnosing and troubleshooting
network problems. Network analyzers used to be dedicated hardware 
devices that were very expensive. New advances in technology have
allowed for the development of software network analyzers. This
makes it more convenient and affordable for administrators to
effectively troubleshoot a network. It also brings the capability
of network analysis to anyone who wishes to perform it.

The following list describes a few reasons why administrators use network analyzers:

• Converting the binary data in packets to human-readable format

• Troubleshooting problems on the network

• Analyzing the performance of a network to discover bottlenecks

• Network intrusion detection

• Logging network traffic for forensics and evidence

• Analyzing the operations of applications

• Discovering a faulty network card

• Discovering the origin of a Denial of Service (DoS) attack

• Detecting spyware or computer worm

• Network programming to debug in the development stage

• Detecting a compromised computer

• Validating compliance with company policy

• As an educational resource when learning about protocols

• For reverse-engineering protocols in order to write clients and supporting programs

RESOURCES
• Wikipedia

• 1stwebdesigner.com

• analytictech.com

• whatis.techtarget.com
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